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Scientific Publishing

• Original reports of data/theory

• Assert priority

• Correspondence between scientists

• Paper making technology (China 105)

• Movable-type printing (China 1040)

• ”Gutenberg” printing technology (Korea <1403)

• Silver & gold from America (1492-)

• The two first scientific journals (1665)

– Philosophical Transactions (London)

– Journal des Savants (Paris)
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Scientific Publishing
• Acceleration around 1760
• Since then: doubling every 15-20 years
• (Springer 1842. Politics, agriculture, mathematics)
• 1880: articles often 200-300 pages 
• 1920: research split up in many short articles
• Now over 180.000 journals/report series
• Approx 20.000 peer reviewed 
• 1.8M peer reviewed articles/year, by 2.000 publishers, 

read by over 15M scientists
• 50.000 scientific books/year, by 1.000 publishers
• 1969 – Internet
• 1989 – WWW
• 1991 – arXiv at LANL
• (SpringerLINK journals 1997 & ebooks 2006) 



Relative growth from 100% baseline in 1990

Increased competition





Springer is now the 
World´s largest publisher

eJournals:

Over 2,400 titles (bf since 1832)

eBooks:

Over 8,500 new titles per year, in total over 160,000 (bf since 1842)

Databases:

Locations:

60 publishing houses in 27 countries throughout Europe, Africa, Asia, America & Oceania

Springer Protocols
Springer Images

zbMATH
Springer Materials
SpringerReference

Belarus (through Ministry of Edu-Sci) has been offered all this access



Springer has many offices

Argentina / Australia / Austria / Brazil / China / France / Germany / India / Italy / Japan / Malaysia / Mexico / Morocco / 
The Netherlands / New Zealand / Philippines / Russia / Singapore / South Africa / South Korea / Spain / Switzerland / 
Taiwan / Turkey / United Arab Emirates / United Kingdom / USA



And many publishing brands 



Leading Publishers: Number of 
Journals Titles



Leading Publishers: Number of Books 
Published



Leading eBooks Publishers: Total 
Number of eBooks

(Data from publisher websites; estimates for Informa)

Number of English-Language eBooks Available (as of Jan 2014)



• 1) Archival rights

– Continued access on our server

– Data delivery (disks, ftp) 

• 2) National servers - CILEA, RFBR, etc

• 3) Long-range archiving with German National Library           
and Royal Library of the Netherlands 

• 4) Other projects:

LOCKSS & CLOCKSS (controlled LOCKSS, lots of copies 
keeps stuff safe) (Stanford) – Springer‘s own formats

Portico (Jstor) – Jstor‘s formats

How many centuries does Springer‘s 
scientific digital information last?



Reading helps your writing

Logic Creativity

Reading Writing

Similarly, reading and writing are connected

Both sides of the brain 
 are essential and work 
 in harmony



Springer publishing choices

You can choose –

• (books/journals/protocols)

• (print/electronic)

• (traditional/open access)



• Open Access submissions have grown significantly

Open Access !
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Nobel Prize winners are 
also Springer authors

Quality and tradition



And now I leave the floor to Alex

• Hoping for a strong partnership between Springer and Russia!

Dr Frans Lettenstrom
frans.lettenstrom@springer.com
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